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• The Canaries Astrophysics Institute (IAC) 
created the Starlight Foundation in December 
2009.

• Manage, promote and spread Starlight Initiative 
around the world. 

• To help protect the night sky and to defend the 
right to observe the stars. 

• The Starlight Initiative received the support of 
UNESCO, the International Astronomical Union 
and the World Tourism Organization. 

Starlight Foundation
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Stargazing Experiences
Wedgeport Trail 

Stargazing PlatformTrout Point Lodge
La Nuit Stella

Night Hike

Deep Sky Eye Observatory





Starlight Development Comittee
• Promote the Starlight Initiative

• Grow Astro Tourism in South West Nova 
by working with tourism operators 

• Create infrastructure for nigh sky viewing 
(platforms, trails, information panels)

• Promote astronomy in the education 
system

• Engage our leaders to help in the 
protection of the dark skies through 
education and legislation.

Society

• Non-profit. Accepting 
members

• Attain Certification 
From IDA + Others



Partners / Associations



Unique to North America 



Light Pollution & LIghting



Light that shines
where it is not needed nor wanted. 

Light Tresspass Glare Sky Glow

Light Clutter



Quinan Light Pollution
April 12, 2015 March 6, 2018



• 80% World Lives Under Light Polluted 
Skies

• 65% of people that visited Deep Sky Eye 
had never seen the Milky Way (our 
galaxy)

Bortle Scale



Select LED’s
Amber Is Best
2200K or less

#1
COLOUR #2

SHIELDING
Bulb Not Visible

From Side

#3
BRIGHTNESS #4

TIMINGUse Lumens
NOT watts Motion Sensor

Or Timer

Dark Sky Friendly Lighting



Myths
More Light Improves Visibility -- Not Necessarily!

More light  =  Better Security



Why Should You Care?



Nocturnal Life

Effects Of Light Pollution
Human Health

Species In Danger Environment

Astronomy

Human
ConnectionMigratory

Birds



Benefits To Clare
Tourism - Attract people to the area for stargazing. 

PROVEN - NS Tourism, AirBnb, Starlight Foundation 
Publicity world wide through other groups such as 

IDA & RASC and other environmental groups 
Preserve our heritage and our way of life 
Attract other businesses 
Attract scientists and other large organizations 

such as NASA, to setup shop in our region. 
Others yet to come…..



How Can We Fix It ?



To Be Clear
We Are Not Asking To Change

All The Lights In Clare.



The Process
1. ASK #1: Assign people to work with Starlight Development 

to work with council to: 
2. Make changes to Land Use Bylaw incorporate proper 

lighting practices for homes and businesses. (Argyle - 
DONE)

3. Educate building inspectors & the public on proper lighting 
practices.  Include info with building permits. 

4. Include lighting as part of the nuissance bylaw. 
5. Enforce these regulations (easier than you think).

Municipality of Argyle, Municipality Of Yarmouth, Town Of 
Yarmouth are in the process of making changes and are on 
board



2020 Argyle Land Use Bylaw



Re-Certification

Since 2014

Re-certification every 4 Years
Review every 2 years

2014 Clare, Yarmouth, Argyle - Initial Certification
2016 Argyle Paid for Review - $2,200 EU
2018 Argyle Paid for Re-Certification - $3,500 EU
2022 Recertification Cost:  $7,000 EU

ASK #2: Clare Pay %



A special thank you to the 
businesses and residents
that have already adopted 
dark sky friendly lighting



Let’s Protect Our Dark 
Starry Night Skies For 
Generations To Come

Thank You!


